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José Sulaimán, Mr. Amigo 
2008, brought a message of 
peace to campus on Thursday.
About 350 people gathered to 
see the longtime World Boxing 
Council president, said Student 
Life Director David Mariscal, 
whose department organizes the 
festivities. 
Provost José Martín welcomed 
Sulaimán on the Student Union 
lawn.
“Welcome to our campus, 
bienvenido a su casa a usted 
y a su esposa,” Martín said. 
“This year, Mr. Amigo is an 
outstanding global ambassador 
for the sport of boxing and an 
outstanding ambassador from 
Mexico. … You truly honor us by 
your presence and by extending 
the hand of friendship across the 
border.” 
Martín then presented 
Sulaimán with a plaque, which 
reads, “The University of 
Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College recognizes 
CollegianThe
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Sulaimán to students: Be ambassadors of peace
elizaBeTh a. Perez/collegian
UTB/TSC’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlan dances to “Las Rascapetate.”
Mr. Amigo 2008 José Sulaimán is shown during the “Hands Across the Border” ceremony, 
held Thursday morning at the Gateway International Bridge in Brownsville. Sulaimán 
was given the key to the City of Brownsville and a medal from the Mr. Amigo Association. 
UTB/TSC also paid tribute to the World Boxing Council president.
diego lerma/collegian
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTPage 2 • March 2, 2009 The Collegian
Rain and thunder didn’t stop 
hundreds of people from attending 
the fi rst Urban Fest.
The festival was held Feb. 
21 at the Brownsville Sports 
Park. Participants competed in 
skateboarding and basketball.
A paintball activity also took 
place and local bands performed.
“We are doing it as a combined 
effort between businesses, the 
city and the people,” said David 
Gonzales, owner of Big Brother 
Skate Shop and organizer of the 
event.
Children signed up for the 
skateboarding contest according 
to their level, which ranged from 
pre-beginner to advanced. 
One of the participants in the 
pre-beginners’ level ollied the 
stairs and landed perfectly. He 
also performed tricks such as 
turning his skateboard in midair. 
Others were so focused on 
their tricks that they sometimes 
bumped into one another, but 
helped each other get up after 
falling to the ground.
Initially, the skating 
competition charged $10 per 
competitor, but because of the 
weather, organizers decided to 
make it free of charge.
“We said no charge because of 
the rain,” Gonzales said. 
The intermediate, advanced 
and skate-bowl competitions have 
been rescheduled for Saturday.
The skate shop, located at 
734 E. Levee St., has a school 
discount sponsorship program 
for kids who take their grades to 
the shop.
“They have to bring their grades 
and they have to [write] a letter 
saying what they are passionate 
about,” Gonzales said. 
Jose Luis Grimaldo, a junior 
nursing major, is an employee of 
the skate shop and a member of 
Rider, the shop’s skate team.
“I’ve been working there for 
eight months,” Grimaldo said. “I 
got sponsored fi rst and then the 
owner offered me a job.”
Rider has gone to Austin, 
Corpus Christi and San Antonio 
to compete.
“I’ve been skating for about 
eight years now,” Grimaldo said. 
“It’s something so technical and 
hard to learn that after you get 
into it, you don’t want to stop, 
you always want to go further. 
It’s challenging.”
The fest also held a three-on-
three basketball tournament, 
where boys and girls from middle 
and high schools competed 
against each other.
Six teams registered for the 
competition.
First place went to the Bad 
Boys and second place to the 
Wizards. Both are high school 
teams.
Eric Muñoz, a senior from 
Harlingen High School and a 
member of the Swag team, said 
the event was fun.
“Besides the weather, it’s pretty 
good,” Muñoz said.
Each contest consisted of 
three rounds before a team could 
advance to the next level.
About 50 people competed in 
paintball.
Adrenaline Rush, located 
at 302. W. Elizabeth St., sells 
paintball accessories and was an 
Urban Fest sponsor. The shop 
had a small paintball fi eld set up 
so people could play.
Store owner Norman Esquivel 
said rain affected the number of 
people participating.
“Around 50 people signed up, 
but because of the rain they didn’t 
want to play anymore,” Esquivel 
said. “Next time [the weather] 
will be better. Hopefully, we can 
do it again.”
Later in the day, local bands, 
such as MC Bloodline, P.S. I’m 
Dead and An Eternal Sorrow, 
performed.
The B-Boys, Christian 
Dance Academy and Unlimited 
Dance performed break-dance 
demonstrations. 
Gonzales hopes to expand the 
fest. 
“We really, really want to bring 
this to the next level, where we 
can have a bigger show, maybe a 
car show and maybe some soccer 
tournaments,” he said.
Urban Fest--rain doesn’t stop the fun 
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Junior nursing major Jose Luis Grimaldo practices grinding before the skateboarding 









Do you believe in love at fi rst 
sight? “Yes.”
How do you approach women? 
“First I smile, I look at them 
profoundly in the eye and then I 
start making them laugh.”
What has been the craziest 
thing you’ve done? “Road trip 
through Mexico, without a hotel 
or anything.”
What will you name your 
daughter or son: “Marco for [a] 
boy and for [a] girl, whatever my 
wife’s name is.”
Do you have a good-luck 
charm? If so, which one? “My 
dollar sign key chain.”
What are your hobbies? “Play 
soccer and PlayStation.”
Do you still talk to your ex-
girlfriends? Why or why not? 
“Some, because they get angry 
for no reason.”
What is the fi rst thing you 
notice about a person you’re 
attracted to? “Lips.”
Who is your unrequited love? 
“Anne Hathaway.”
What puts you in a good mood? 
“Music and jokes.”
What type of music do you 
listen to? “Banda.”
Describe yourself in three 
words? “Nice, funny and 
gentleman.”
If you had only 24 hours to 
live, what would you do? 
“Spend time with my friends and 
family.”
Do you think you’re attractive? 
“Yes.”
What country would you like 
to visit? “England.”
What is your best physical 
feature? “Eyes.”
What’s the best age to get 
married? Why? “Twenty-six, 
because you’re fi nished with 
school and you’re ready.”
What country best embodies 
you? “Mexico.”
What would be your romantic 
getaway? “Playa del Carmen, 
Mexico.”
What would you say to your 
worst enemy? “God bless you.”
What is your favorite color? 
“Green.”








-Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like to be featured 
in Cupid’s Corner, call Paola 
Ibarra at 882-5143 or send her 
an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
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UTIMCO, the corporation 
that handles the University of 
Texas System’s investments, 
is working on reassessing its 
compensation plan to ensure that 
it is consistent with the current 
economic environment, offi cials 
said.
H. Scott Caven Jr., chairman 
of the UT System board of 
regents, made the announcement 
in his “Note from the Chairman” 
on the UT System Web site.
Caven now oversees the 
University of Texas Investment 
Management Corp. after Robert 
Rowling resigned as its chairman 
and as vice chairman of the UT 
System board of regents. 
On Feb. 4, Gov. Rick Perry 
wrote a letter to Rowling 
discussing an issue he had 
with the approved bonus 
compensation to be disbursed 
among the UTIMCO staff 
members. 
During a Nov. 6, 2008, 
UTIMCO board meeting, 
bonuses totaling $3.38 million 
were approved, including a 
$1.05 million bonus for the 
chief executive offi cer, Bruce 
Zimmerman, and $2.33 million 
for staff, according to Perry’s 
letter, provided to The Collegian 
by Matt Flores, assistant director 
of Public Affairs for the UT 
System. 
Perry’s letter also expressed 
concerns about how this 
compensation could be justifi ed 
when, at the same time, UTIMCO 
announced that its earnings 
for the year had decreased 23 
percent. 
“We fi nd it hardly defensible 
to issue bonuses of this size 
during a time when state 
agencies are being asked to 
tighten their belts,” Perry stated 
in his letter. “These decisions are 
irresponsible given the fi nancial 
crisis that is spreading across 
our nation. In times like this, 
we expect leaders of our public 
investment funds to act with 
fi scal restraint and responsibility, 
especially when the funds you 
manage are posting double-digit 
losses.”
On Feb. 5, Rowling resigned 
as a UT System regent and as 
chairman of UTIMCO’s board. 
The resignation letter was 
submitted to Perry and Lt. Gov. 
David Dewhurst, which also 
served as a response to Perry’s 
letter. 
In his letter Rowling stated, 
“I accepted my role on these 
boards as an opportunity to serve 
the State of Texas. Watching 
the way Mr. Zimmerman was 
treated at this morning’s hearing 
truly does meet the defi nition 
of ‘shameful.’ In the current 
environment, I do not know 
why any rational person would 
volunteer their time to serve.”
A copy of the letter was 
provided to The Collegian by 
Flores.
Rowling also explained that 
the bonus compensation that 
was awarded to UTIMCO staff 
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At home or in-office 
appointments available
Tony Zavaleta, vice president 
for External Affairs, has been 
appointed to serve as interim 
provost.
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. 
García said this is “not the fi rst 
time he has stepped up in an 
interim position.”
“Dr. Zavaleta has served this 
university for more than 30 
years,” García said during the 
Texas Southmost College District 
board of trustees meeting Feb. 19. 
“He’s been a motivating faculty 
member, a distinguished scholar 
and a dedicated administrator.”
The board then approved the 
naming of the Arts Center Box F, 
“The Keppel AmFELS Inc. Box,” 
in recognition of the corporation’s 
donation toward the construction 
of the project. 
“Keppel AmFELS is an 
active part of our community in 
promoting education, economic 
development, community service 
and fi ne arts,” said Ruth Ann 
Ragland, vice president for 
Institutional Advancement. 
Ragland said Keppel AmFELS 
has also used proceeds from its 
annual charity golf tournament for 
the Chess Scholarship Endowment 
for chess players who graduated 
from any of the Brownsville high 
schools and the Youth Scholarship 
Endowment for students in foster 
care. 
“From where I come from, 
in Singapore, where education 
is always a big priority by the 
government, and I, personally, 
being a benefi ciary of education, 
this is a little part Keppel 
AmFELS would like to do for the 
community,” said Geok Seng Tan, 
the company’s CEO and president. 
“This is a great encouragement 
and I’m glad that Dr. García and 
the board fi nally recognized that 
art is part of the package, because 
you have to make everybody 
understand that there is a lot more 
in life than just work and money.”
UTB/TSC Chess Team 
members were all smiles after 
Tan handed over a $5,000 
donation in recognition of their 
qualifi cation for the Final Four 
U.S. Intercollegiate Chess Team 
Championship.
“Since we could afford the 
$3,000 for the fl owers, we can 
afford $5,000 for the team,” Tan 
said about the donation for the 
“Planting Seeds of Hope” event 
that took place Feb. 14.
Rusty Harwood, chess program 
director, announced that the chess 
program would be hosting the 
Final Four in April 2010.
Charles Dameron, vice president 
for Academic Affairs, announced 
recent appointments of three new 
directors within the division. The 
appointments are as follows:
--Claudia Heimmerman, 
director of the Academic Advising 
Center; 
--James Telese, director of 
the Center for Teaching and 
Learning;
--and Michael Putegnat, director 
of the Institute for Public Service. 
García said she has appointed 
Luis Colóm, director of the Center 
for Biomedical Studies, as interim 
vice president for Research.
“Since 2001, our amount of 
research expenditures here--
Zavaleta tapped as interim provost 
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
The Texas Southmost College District board of trustees honors José Martín (third from 
left) as the fi rst Provost Emeritus during the board meeting Feb. 19. Shown with Martín 
are Trustees Adela Garza (from left), Rosemary Breedlove, board Chairman David 
Oliveira, Chester Gonzalez, René Torres and Vice Chairman Eduardo A. Campirano.
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UTIMCO ‘reassessing’ compensation plan
By Linet Cisneros
Collegian Editor
• See ‘Board,’ Page 9
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Estudiante de administración de 
negocios de tercer año
“Well it’s a little early 
at the moment, 
but, well, I just 
do whatever 
I can to just 
be awesome. 
I just read up 
beforehand, I 
try to get a lot 
of the other little 
assignments out of the way, 
the smaller easy ones, so I can clear 
time to get the bigger assignments 
and study for the midterm. [It’s] a lot 
of memorization and being totally 
brutal to my assignments.”
Christopher Rodriguez
Sophomore art education major
“Well, I’ve been 
reading the book 
so I don’t fall 
behind, and 
going to class 
basically.”
Cassy Moran
F r e s h m a n 
biology major
“I usually just hang out at 
the library during 
classes and after 
work, and study 
a lot there by 
myself.”




--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa
--Photos by Diego Lerma
This evening I was at supper conversing 
with one of the people I most love in this 
world. The individuals who surround me know 
that when I say I love someone it is because a 
sense of indebtedness, 
admiration and worship 
exists. This individual 
and I were talking about 
Diversity Week and how 
its focus was on making 
individuals aware of the 
differences that exist in 
each of us. I will say that 
this individual is a member of the church that 
I grew up in. 
A letter to the editor came out last week and 
basically called me an absurd individual void 
of logic. Ouch. I actually have this individual 
in one of my classes, and on Monday morning 
I came up to him and thanked him for the letter. 
It was amazing to me how much we agreed on 
the principle that I was basically called out on 
in his letter. I welcome everyone to express 
themselves. Let your voice be heard. 
The church that I go to arrogantly proclaims 
itself to be the only true church and I was 
reminded of that while my friend was declaring 
her opinion on matters of choice, sin and the 
presence of “unfavorable individuals” as per 
our church’s core beliefs. I wanted to discuss 
the matter until it was clear that even in our 
most structured religious organizations’ most 
pharisaic ideals, which separate not only the 
holy from the sinner, but the believer from 
the atheist, Godly biblical example outweighs 
antiquated church dogma. 
I try not to preach my beliefs on anyone. I 
choose to believe in God. It is who I am. If 
you see me, it is my prayer that you see the 
presence of Emmanuel in my actions and 
ideals. When I write I hope that some sense 
of spirituality is expressed and read. It is 
what makes me, me. This in no way hinders 
my ability to lead [the] Student Government 
[Association] or [to] be a force, good or bad, 
here at UTB/TSC. Do I represent the student 
body? Only in the sense that I am free to walk, 
talk and believe as I choose. The heading at 
the top of the page does say “Viewpoint.” In 
my President’s Corner, I express mine. 
I can understand why not only my church, 
but most organized religion is unsavory and 
hated by many. It amazes me how close and 
yet far apart from both sides of the coin I really 
stand. I am so very conservative, yet because 
I know that my God loves the sinner, and so 
do I. I am so very anti-religion, yet because 
I know that there is a force out there, I am 
[religious]. Damned sinners, unbelievers of 
God, gotta love ’em. We are all in this together. 
We all have, or choose not to have, our beliefs, 
ideals and understandings. I ain’t crying, just 
venting. We are Scorpions. We are one. God 
bless UTB/TSC.
So a p b o xtudent
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r
How are you 
preparing for 
midterms?
P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o r n e r
Letters To the Editor
Letters must include the name, 
classification and phone number of the 
author or the letter cannot be published. 
Opinions expressed in The Collegian are 
those of writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Collegian or 
UTB/TSC administrators. The editor 
reserves the right to edit the letters. 
Letters for The Collegian can be sent to 
collegian@utb.edu.
Voice of choice
Having read the recent spate of incendiary 
anti-abortion letters in local newspapers, I am 
compelled to respond. 
The UTB/TSC community would do well to 
consider those letters, and the dangers within 
they pose to women’s and children’s rights.
Pro-choice does not mean pro-abortion. 
Pro-choice means that a woman has control 
of her own life and her own body.
Having been raised a strict Catholic, I left 
the organized church over contraception, not 
abortion.
The issues that we should be discussing are 
women’s rights, comprehensive sex-education 
and readily available contraception. 
In those European countries, for example, 
Sweden and The Netherlands, where those 
J.E. Castro Dragustinovis
SGA President
• See ‘Letters,’ next page
WASHINGTON--Calling this a “day of 
reckoning” for years of mistakes, President 
Obama worked Tuesday night to assure a 
recession-weary nation that he is charting a 
new course out of the depths and ultimately 
to a prosperous future.
“While our economy may be weakened 
and our confidence shaken, though we 
are living through difficult and uncertain 
times, tonight I want every American to 
know this: we will rebuild, we will recover 
and the United States of America will 
emerge stronger than before,” Obama said, 
according to a text of his speech that the 
White House released in advance.
Reaching for inspiring rhetoric like 
the language that lifted his presidential 
campaign, Obama said that the American 
people could find prosperity once again 
with the ready help and firm hand of the 
government on their side.
“I reject the view that says our problems 
will simply take care of themselves; that 
says government has no role in laying the 
foundation for our common prosperity,” he 
told a joint session of Congress as tens of 
millions watched on television across the 
country and around the world.
“Now is the time to act boldly and wisely-
-to not only revive this economy, but to 
build a foundation for lasting prosperity.”
Coming little more than a month into 
his presidency, Obama’s first address to 
a joint session of Congress offered him a 
grand stage to spell out his vision for how 
the country can work its way out of a still-
worsening economic crisis.
In a striking shift from the Bush 
era, Obama focused almost entirely on 
the economy, devoting only about six 
paragraphs near the end of the address to 
foreign policy and national security. He said 
that he would announce soon his plans to 
withdraw combat troops 
from Iraq, reportedly by 
August 2010.
In a broad indictment 
of the Bush era, he said 
that the nation was now 
paying the price for 
easy-but-wrong choices 
made from Wall Street 
to Pennsylvania Avenue-
-and sometimes on Main 
Street as well.
“We have lived 
through an era where too 
often short-term gains 
were prized over long-
term prosperity, where 
we failed to look beyond 
the next payment, the 
next quarter or the next 
election,” he said.
He criticized the decision in 2001 to use 
a budget surplus to cut taxes, calling it “an 
excuse to transfer wealth to the wealthy.”
He said that “regulations were gutted for 
the sake of a quick profit at the expense of 
a healthy market.”
He lambasted those at both ends of the 
housing boom: “People bought homes 
they knew they couldn’t afford from banks 
and lenders who pushed those bad loans 
anyway.”
“All the while, critical debates and 
difficult decisions were put off for some 
other time on some other day. Well, that 
day of reckoning has arrived,” he said.
He laid out several broad themes:
--He inherited the sinking economy 
and the budget mess that comes with it, 
including a one-year budget deficit that’s 
heading toward an eye-popping $1.4 trillion 
even before he spent a dime as president.
--He and Congress have made big down 
payments on recovery, with a $787 billion 
package of spending and tax cuts meant to 
create or save up to 3.5 million jobs, a $275 
billion plan to help struggling homeowners 
keep their homes and a still-emerging 







shore up the 
country’s banks, 
suggesting it will 
spend more than 
the $700 billion 
already allocated 
to rescue the 
financial system. 




more than we’ve 
already set aside.”
--Every American will share responsibility 
for putting the country back on track, from 
teenagers, who should finish high school, 
to bankers and financiers, who will face 
tough new regulation from Washington. 
He urged all Americans to commit to at 
least one year of school or career training 
beyond high school, and proposed college 
tuition help for students who devote a year 
to community service.
--The country must fix long-term 
problems to ensure sustained growth, 
including controlling runaway health-
care costs, extending health care to the 
uninsured and boosting efficiency to save 
energy.
--He rolled out a 10-year budget outline 
Thursday that will cut at least $2 trillion 
over the next 10 years. He also proposed 
raising taxes on those making more than 
$250,000. 
The address--akin to a State of the Union 
but not called that because it came so early 
in his presidency--came at an opportune 
time as Obama works to frame his agenda 
and build backing for what still could be a 
rocky road ahead.
Obama has broad political support, but 
he may be starting to pay a price for the 
continued anxiety about the economy.
A new Gallup Poll on Tuesday found 
that 59 percent of Americans approve of 
the way he’s doing his job, down from 
69 percent a month earlier. At the same 
time, the Conference Board said Tuesday 
that consumer confidence plummeted in 
February, reaching an all-time low.
Republicans responded with a promise 
to work with Obama when possible but 
also a vow to oppose spending that they 
think is wasteful.
“Republicans are ready to work with the 
new president to provide those solutions,” 
said Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, whom 
his party chose to give its formal response 
to Obama.
“All of us want our economy to recover 
and our nation to prosper,” he said in a 
text prepared for delivery after Obama’s 
speech. “So where we agree, Republicans 
must be the president’s strongest partners. 
And where we disagree, Republicans have 
a responsibility to be candid and offer 
better ideas for a path forward.”
A rising star in his party, the boyish 
Jindal is the child of immigrants from India 
and a former Rhodes scholar. He drew 
kudos from conservatives for criticizing 
the Democrats’ stimulus plan and saying 
that he might refuse some of the money for 
his state. He’s widely viewed as a possible 
candidate for his party’s presidential 
nomination in 2012.
“Democratic leaders say their legislation 
will grow the economy,” he said. “What it 
will do is grow the government, increase 
our taxes down the line and saddle future 
generations with debt. Who among us 
would ask our children for a loan so we 
could spend money we do not have on 
things we do not need? That is precisely 
what the Democrats in Congress just 
did. It’s irresponsible. And it’s no way to 
strengthen our economy, create jobs or build 
a prosperous future for our children.”
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issues have long-been settled, the per-capita 
abortion rates are the lowest in the world.
Right-to-lifers who are concerned about 
unborn fetuses would do well to consider 
that abortion would not be an issue in the 
United States [or] throughout the world if 
women had full rights, access to education 
and easily available contraception. 
Let us work together to stop the deaths 
and starvation of millions of women and 
children worldwide by helping women and 
men through education to prevent unwanted 
conception, and to have only children they 
want, can love and support. 
No handouts for greedy
Yes, by all means, pay your taxes, you 
who wish to serve the nation via government 
appointment. But let’s put tax theft, neglect 
or deceit in perspective.
A trillion [dollars] has gone down a hole 
in Iraq, enriching those in the war business, 
and billions have been given away to 
bankers to reward their greedy loans and 
investments that flopped.
Another trillion or two are set for those 
dealers in blood and mayhem in the 
aftermath of Iraq, and the onset of more 
war in Afghanistan. The bankers, too, want 
additional federal pie.
Citizens, decry the tax cheats, but prepare 
curses and more for the war profiteers and 
bankers.
President Obama, you are disappointed 
that some of your appointees have soiled 
hands, but you should be furious about the 
“handouts-for-war” folk and the “handouts-
for-help” bankers; and after those emotions 
are spent, stop these deadly and avaricious 
shams.
It’s what’s on the inside ...
I was bothered after reading [Feb. 16’s] 
President’s Corner. Why is it that there 
are some people that have not gotten 
the concept that outer appearance is not 
everything? I can’t understand that.  Does it 
matter if we have a “young, thin and good-
looking” [Student Government Association] 
president? I think not. We have had “young 
and thin” SGA representatives that have done 
nothing to improve the lives of the student 
body or the surrounding community.
I know for a fact that our current SGA 
president cares about the community on and 
off campus, on and off duty. He is an unselfish 
being who gives time to things that matter 
most: the forgotten, the disadvantaged and 
the elderly. When I read that Mr. Castro was 
sworn in as SGA president, I was thrilled to 
see someone in the position who was not 
driven by self-interest. It is sad that the SGA 
has lost many of its great representatives due 
to “academics” this semester. Many of those 
that chose to leave the past administration 
are great community-minded people that 
were motivated to improve UTB/TSC. 
Attention does not need to put on outer 
appearances. Things can be accomplished 
if we stop “labeling” people and realize 
that everyone, no matter who they are, has 
something important to offer society. 








President Obama on Feb. 24 addresses a joint 
session of Congress in the House Chamber of the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. 
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B r i e f s
Student Success workshop
A workshop titled “Test Anxi-
ety/Study Skills” is scheduled 
from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday in 
Cardenas Hall North 104. The 
workshops are sponsored by the 
Student Success Center.  For 
more information, call 882-8292.
Art exhibit
An exhibit titled “Organic” 
by Eva Kwong opens with a re-
ception at 6:30 p.m. today in the 
Rusteberg Art Gallery. The ex-
hibit runs through March 28. Ad-
mission is $1. Gallery hours are 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 10 
a.m. to noon Friday. For more in-
formation, call 882-7097 or send 
an e-mail to gallery@utb.edu.
 Patron of the Arts
The Peabody Trio of Balti-
more, Md., will perform at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is $7 for adults, 
$5 for senior citizens and children, 
and $3 for UTB/TSC students with 
a valid ID. For more information, 
call 882-7025.
Clarinetist Jonathan Guist, 
pianist Uzziel Guzman and other 
musicians will perform at 8 p.m. 
Friday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Admission is $3. For more infor-
mation, call 882-7025. 
Spring Break drawing
The Berlin Study Abroad 
group will conduct a “Spring 
Break Condo” drawing. Tickets 
are $36 each. A total of six peo-
ple may stay in the one-bedroom, 
one-bath condo on South Padre 
Island. The winner gets to stay 
in the condo from 1 p.m. March 
14 to 11 a.m. March 21. The win-
ner must place a deposit of $200 
(returned if the owner deems the 
condo is not physically damaged). 
For more information, call Joe 
Cantu at 466-1139 or Enrique de 
la Garza at (931) 302-9754.
“Pasta and Puccini” 
The “Pasta and Puccini” fund-
raiser benefiting the UTB/TSC 
Master Chorale will start with 
a concert by the group from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. Sunday in the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, located at 
East Elizabeth and Sixth streets, 
and continue with an Italian fam-
ily-style meal at Cobbleheads Bar 
and Grill, 3154 Central Blvd., 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 
for the concert, $25 for the din-
ner and $40 for both. To order 
tickets, call 882-4332. There will 
be a campuswide going away cel-
ebration for the Master Chorale at 
noon March 11 in the Eidman Hall 
Courtyard. 
Tango classes
Alberto Saco will offer free 
tango classes at 7 p.m. March 
13 in the Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia. For more 
information, call Saco at 882-8268 
or 542-0820.
Arts and Entertainment
Havana NRG, a Cuban group, 
will perform at 8 p.m. March 13 
in the Jacob Brown Auditorium. 
The concert is the final event of 
the Arts & Entertainment sea-
son. Tickets are $20, $30, $40 and 
$50. Discounts are available to 
UTB/TSC students, staff and fac-
ulty. For more information or to 




All registered clubs are invited 
to enter a candidate for Bougain-
villea King and Queen 2009. Ap-
plications are available in Student 
Union 2.10. The deadline to apply 
is March 13. For more informa-
tion, call Student Life Director 
David Mariscal at 882-5137.
Mariachi concerts 
UTB/TSC’s Mariachi Escor-
pión will perform at 7 p.m. March 
13 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Ad-
mission is $7. UTB/TSC’s Ma-
riachi Luna Azteca will perform 
at 7 p.m. March 24 in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. Admission is $5 and 
$3 with UTB/TSC student ID. For 
more information, call 882-8943.
LSAT mock tests
The Philonomos Society will 
conduct LSAT Mock Prep Tests 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
March 28 and April 25 in Carde-
nas Hall South 117. For more in-
formation, call Joe Cantu at 466-
1139.
Deadline to withdraw
The Office of the Registrar 
reminds students that the deadline 
to withdraw with a “W” is March 
30. 
Ferguson Memorial Run 
UTB/TSC’s fourth annual Sgt. 
Keith Ferguson Memorial 5K 
Run/Walk/Crawl is scheduled at 
8 a.m. April 4 in front of Cardenas 
Hall South. Registration is $10 for 
children and $15 for adults before 
March 27 and $20 on race day. For 
more information, call Veronica 
M. Garcia at 882-4327 or send 
an e-mail to veronica.m.garcia@
utb.edu. 
‘Border Walls’
The Arnulfo L. Oliveira Lit-
erary Society presents “Border 
Walls: A Musical About Red-
beard of the Rio Grande” by 
Milo Kearney, professor emeri-
tus of history. Copies of the book 
are $8 each and can be purchased 
at the circulation front desk in the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Li-
brary. For more information, call 
Liliana Galindo at 882-7410 or 
send an e-mail to liliana.galindo@
utb.edu. 
Free tax-return service
Taxpayers earning less than 
$40,000 can receive free assis-
tance with completing their in-
come tax return from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri-
day and 9 a.m. to noon Saturday 
at the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Cam-
pus, located at 301 Mexico Blvd. 
Taxpayers must bring a valid 
identification, all W-2 forms, their 
Social Security card and those of 
their dependents. Those who seek 
direct deposit of their tax refunds 
must provide their bank routing 
number and checking account 
number. 
Distinguished alumnus award
UTB/TSC is seeking nomina-
tions for its 2009 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. Former gradu-
ates and students of UTB/TSC are 
eligible. Recipients will be hon-
ored at the Spring Commence-
ment ceremony in May. For more 
information, call the Office of De-
velopment at 882-4322.
Alumni Association
The UTB/TSC Alumni Asso-
ciation is accepting résumés for 
alumni interested in serving on 
its board of directors. Participants 
must be active association mem-
bers. For more information, call 
Veronica M. Garcia at 882-4327 
or send an e-mail to veronica.
m.garcia@utb.edu.
Immunizations
Student Health Services has 
$5 immunizations for hepatitis A, 
hepatitis B, HPV (human papil-
loma virus), polio, meningitis, 
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, 
influenza and varicella (chicken 
pox). Prices apply to students 18 
years or younger at time of visit. 
For more information, call 882-
3896. 
ITECC bus route expands
The Brownsville Urban Sys-
tem has extended service hours 
on Route 14-ITECC. The service 
runs between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday at 20-
minute intervals. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.cob.us/
bus/pdfs/ITECC%20Loose%20F
Y%202009%20JARC.pdf or call 
548-6050. 
Gorgas Science Society
The Gorgas Science Society, 
the “Club of Science and Adven-
ture,” meets at 2 p.m. each Fri-
day in Life and Health Sciences 
3.214.  New members are always 
welcome. For more information, 
send an e-mail to gorgas.sci.soc@
gmail.com. 
Circle K meetings
Circle K International, a 
community service organization, 
meets from 3 to 4 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month in 
Education and Business Complex 
2.112. For more information, send 
an e-mail to Louis Dartez at lou-
is00@gmail.com. 
Civic Engagement Scholars
The Civic Engagement Schol-
ars, a service learning club, meet 
at 11 a.m. every Friday at UTB/
TSC’s Center for Civic Engage-
ment, located at 1301 E. Madison 
St. Students interested in serving 
the community through various 
projects are welcome to join. For 
more information, call 882-4303, 
visit www.civicengagement.com 
or send an e-mail to information@
civicengagement.com. 
Continuing Education
The Workforce Education De-
partment is taking registrations 
for the following courses: real es-
tate classes, computer courses and 
summer programs for children 
ages 5 to 14. The schedules for 
the classes are on the UTB/TSC 
main page (www.utb.edu) under 
the Continuing Education tab. For 
more information, call 882-4192.
Wheelchairs sought
The Student Government 
Association seeks wheelchair 
donations for Diversity Week. 
Students will raise awareness of 
the disabled by going to class in 
a wheelchair and participating 
in a march through campus. The 
chairs will then be donated to local 
charities. For more information, 
call 459-2830 or send an e-mail 
to ricardo_bros@msn.com.
Learning Enrichment services
The Learning Enrichment 
Department’s Writing Lab 
gives support with writing assign-
ments, research papers, online 
database research and Blackboard 
assistance. All services are free for 
current UTB/TSC students. Oper-
ating hours are from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
in Cardenas Hall North 120.
The Learning Enrichment 
Department’s Writing Lab is 
offering free workshops for the 
COMPASS test from 8 to 10 a.m. 
April 4, 11 and 18. For more infor-
mation, visit Cardenas Hall North 
120.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organiza-
tion or department news published 
in the Collegian’s Briefs section, 
call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or 
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.
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SAN JOSE, Calif.--Facebook, angling 
to turn a recent user rebellion to its own 
advantage, called upon the users themselves 
Thursday to help formulate what has been 
portrayed a kind of “bill of rights” to govern 
the social networking giant.
The proposed “Facebook Principles” 
cover such topics as the “freedom to share 
and connect,” “fundamental equality” and 
“ownership and control of information.” 
Facebook users, now numbering 175 
million around the world, are being invited 
to review, comment on and ultimately vote 
on the proposals in “a virtual Town Hall” 
over the next 30 days.
“This is really a move we’re making 
because we trust our users,” Facebook 
founder and chief executive Mark Zuckerberg 
said. “If we have a good, open dialogue, we 
feel this will strengthen the community and 
strengthen trust and loyalty.”
Facebook devotees quickly responded to 
the invitation for commentary, and privacy 
advocates applauded Facebook’s move. 
“We think it’s good news,” said Marc 
Rotenberg, executive director of the 
Electronic Privacy Information Center. 
Facebook backtracked on a revision to 
its terms of service two weeks after a group 
of users protested the changes and EPIC 
prepared a complaint it intended to fi le with 
the Federal Trade Commission.
It was especially important, Rotenberg 
said, that Facebook’s draft principles 
declared “people should own their own 
information.”
“That’s really the heart of it,” Rotenberg 
said. “I don’t think privacy issues are going 
to be easily solved, but I think it is important 
for Facebook to say, ‘Facebook users own 
and control their information.’”
Facebook’s action, Rotenberg said, could 
have a broad impact on business practices 
on the Web. 
“It’s the most active online community 
in the world, and what Facebook does has a 
very big impact on lots and lots of services,” 
he said.
Facebook makes money through 
advertising and sale of digital gifts, but it is 
exploring new revenue sources.
Suspicions about Facebook’s intentions 
arose in recent weeks after it published a 
revision in its terms of service. The actual 
intent, Facebook executives said, was to 
streamline the document and minimize 
legalese. But “mistakes” made by Facebook 
led to “confusion,” Zuckerberg said.
In an interview with the San Jose Mercury 
News, Zuckerberg suggested that the 
controversy accelerated an initiative already 
brewing within the company, based in Palo 
Alto, Calif. 
“What we announced today isn’t really in 
response to last week. It’s something we’ve 
actually discussed for a while,” Zuckerberg 
said.
Without the controversy, “we probably 
would have phased it in over time,” he added. 
“This is a pretty unique opportunity where 
people care deeply about the governance 
of the site. Now is a perfect opportunity to 
roll something like this out and get a real 
dialogue about the issues.”
Promoting “openness and transparency” 
is at the core of Facebook’s mission, 
Zuckerberg said.  
“Openness and transparency, instead of 
just being an end state, has to be a process in 
how we get there,” he said.
Facebook to create ‘bill of rights’
By Scott Duke Harris
San Jose Mercury News
(MCT)
AUSTIN--On the same day that President 
Obama signed the economic-stimulus bill 
with an additional $15 billion for scientifi c 
research, top medical professionals from 
across the country gathered here Tuesday 
to talk about the challenges and the future 
of biotechnology in Texas.
Most said Texas has the medical facilities 
and the money to compete globally. What 
is missing, they said during a conference 
that featured Gov. Rick Perry as a keynote 
speaker, is an abundance of entrepreneurs 
and executives.
Perry, who has been critical of Obama’s 
economic-stimulus plan, told the group that 
the biosciences are “the next big thing in the 
global economy.” There are about 33,000 
Texans employed in biotechnology, with 
an average salary of more than $84,000, 
according to the Governor’s Offi ce of 
Economic Development and Tourism.
“More investments mean more jobs and 
innovations that improve human life, and 
that is really what this has all been about,” 
Perry said.
The Texas Healthcare and Bioscience 
Institute is encouraging a number of 
measures this legislative session for 
bioscience:
--a bill that would reauthorize the 
Texas Emerging Technology Fund, which 
was established with $200 million by the 
Legislature in 2005 to promote and fi nance 
innovations in technology;
--a bill that would make it easier for 
patients to enroll in clinical trials for life-
threatening diseases, which, offi cials say, 
is a necessary step in developing new 
medicines and medical devices;
--and legislation that would exempt 
equipment used by manufacturers in 
research and development from state sales 
tax.
Some said the state’s higher-education 
scientists should be at the forefront of the 
challenge to make Texas a top competitor 
in biotechnology.
“A lot of them think, ‘I teach, I research, 
I publish, I have grad students,’ that’s what 
they get rewarded for,” said Mark Ellison, 
associate vice chancellor for economic 
development at the Texas A&M University 
System. “We are now making people’s 
commercialization activities count toward 
tenure at A&M. But we still have a ways 
to go so that it is not an extra effort for 
someone to think about commercializing 
their idea.”




b l u e . u t b . e d u / c o l l e g i a n
The fragile state of the 
economy has caused the 
unemployment rate to increase 
at an alarming rate.
Unemployment nationwide is 
at nearly 7 percent, which is the 
highest level since 1992, but still 
remains 4 percent lower than 
the rate in 1983, according the 
National Association of Colleges 
and Employers. 
The stagnation of the job 
market has resulted in recent 
“horror” stories of graduate 
students not being able to fi nd a 
job, or having to “dumb down” 
their résumés for lesser-paying 
jobs to begin paying off their 
student loans.
But how does the job market 
for UTB/TSC graduates compare 
with the rest of the state?
“It’s going to be a competitive 
market,” said Juan Andres 
Rodriguez, program director for 
Career Services. “So the more 
tools and the more skills they 
possess, the better chances [they 
have] of getting hired.”
 Rodriguez said recruiting for 
college graduates will remain 
fl at in 2009.
“This is something that is a 
national phenomenon,” he said. 
“It usually increases about 2 to 3 
percent per year historically, but 
this year it’s going to stay fl at.”
Rodriguez said there has been 
a slight increase in the number 
of students seeking help from 
Career Services, from an average 
of 182 clients per month in 2008 
to a total of 255 in January.
Rodriguez strongly 
recommends that students  start 
their job search before graduation 
in order to ensure employment.
“There are some that get their 
degree, wait for a couple of weeks 
or a couple of months and then 
they start looking for a job, and 
if they try to do that, it’s late, I 
mean they are behind everybody 
else,” he said. “[They need to 
look] for a job six months prior 
to graduation. If they were to do 
that, their chances of getting a 
job by the time they graduate are 
going to increase dramatically.”
Ruben Marin, who graduated 
from UTB/TSC in Fall 2008 
with a master’s degree in 
business administration, said his 
job search has been “turbulent,” 
so far. 
Marin said he started looking 
for a job right after graduation 
but admits he should have started 
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“God is speaking to YOU!” 
Christian Healer Elise Moore 
presents at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 7 
at 1260 Ruben Torres Blvd.
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earlier.
“I never really got to that job 
search and I never imagined the 
recession hitting so hard,” he 
told The Collegian in a telephone 
interview. “If I had thought a 
little ahead of that, well … it was 
one thing that piled up over the 
other.”
Marin said he is in a “unique” 
situation because most of 
his colleagues were already 
employed while enrolled in the 
program, but remains optimistic 
about fi nding a job.
“I’d like to think that my 
credentials are pretty solid, but 
nothing really has landed at 
all,” he said. “So it’s like you’re 
looking down a tunnel and there’s 
very little light at the end of it. 
So, we are still running for it but 
it’s still a little bit stressful.”
Financial Assistance Director 
Mari Chapa said students are 
given a six-month grace period 
upon graduation before they 
must start paying student loans. 
“Student loans, you can look 
at them two ways,” Chapa said. 
“They are an evil, a necessary 
evil if you have to have them, 
but it is also the best investment 
that you can make to complete 
your education. If you look at it 
that way and use it positively and 
only borrowed what you need, 
then you have done a good thing. 
Graduating with a degree gives 
you an opportunity to pay back 
that money in a timely manner. 
“Most students that don’t 
graduate and have borrowed 
loans are earning less. We know 
that a student that graduates 
earns more with a [bachelor’s] 
or [a master’s]. But, if you don’t 
see it that way, and you borrow 
and you quit, then you are going 
to have trouble paying student 
loans.”
She said 8.1 percent of UTB/
TSC students defaulted on their 
loans in 2007, but says the 
university is “still in real good 
shape.”
“We’ve stayed under 10 
percent for a good, I would say 
seven, eight, years,” Chapa said. 
“So, we want to stay in the single 
digits even though we know it 
probably will change because of 
the economy. So, these students 
are going to have to choose. 
They are going to have to choose 
if they pay the rent and buy food 
or make a loan payment.”
Marin said he paid for half of 
his higher education degree with 
fi nancial aid loans and the other 
half from personal savings.  
“The University of Texas at 
Austin charges $80,000 for an 
MBA, Baylor charges $60,000,” 
he said. “UTB, if you take the 
full program, it’s going to run 
you about $22,000. My debt is 
roughly half. I got a great bang 
for my buck. I got an MBA for 
13K, I’m really happy about 
that.”
Chapa said about 80 percent 
of UTB/TSC students qualify 
for fi nancial aid, in the form of 
scholarships, waivers, grants, 
loans or work-study programs.
“We have a higher need, 
because the economy in the 
[Rio Grande] Valley is always 
low,” she said. “We have a low 
economic area here, with jobs 
that are paying much less than in 
the larger cities.”
The average salary for 
graduates with certifi cates and 
degrees was $28,788.04 per 
capita, according to a UTB/TSC 
task force study conducted in 
2005.
Rodriguez said even though 
job opportunities are reduced, 
a college degree still increases 
chance of employment.
“Historically, the difference 
between getting a certifi cate 
program, an associate’s degree 
and then a bachelor’s degree is, 
in terms of earnings in your life, 
is quite signifi cant … at least 
half a million dollars or so,” 
Rodriguez said. “Vocational and 
technical degrees can be very 
profi table if the students choose 
to go for certifi cations. They are 
more than likely going to earn a 
good living, so it’s really up to 
them and to what extent they 
want to excel.
“We are seeing that many of 
those students get their certifi cate 
programs, get a job, continue 
studying, get their associate’s, 
get into a [bachelor’s of applied 
technology or a bachelor’s 
of applied arts and sciences] 
program and eventually they 
will get a bachelor’s degree and, 
hopefully, earn more. For those 
non-traditional students, they 
cannot afford to stop working 
and go for a four-year degree so 
that’s the only option that they 
have. And I think it’s a great 
option that we are offering; 
otherwise, those people would 
never be able to get a bachelor’s 
degree.”
Hilda Flores, program 
coordinator of the Applied 
Business Technology 
Department, said there have 
been some students who just 
wanted a vocational or technical 
certifi cate but were never given 
the option of doing so because 
they never sought counseling 
from their academic advisers.  
Flores said the BAAS 
program provides a “building 
block” approach for non-
traditional students who can 
use their associate’s degree to 
fi nd work while continuing their 
education.
Norma Medina, a non-
traditional student and graduate 
of the BAAS program, said she 
is grateful to the program and the 
professors in the department. 
“The professors have gone 
way beyond the extra mile for 
me because I work full time, 
because I traveled, because I pay 
for my classes,” Medina said in 
an interview with The Collegian. 
“My assignments were so far 
behind when it came to traveling 
two weeks at a time that they 
would work with me and that’s 
the only way that we were able 
to get me through my education, 
so I am very grateful to all of 
them.”
Medina works for the federal 
government as an electronic data 
management specialist and said 
her salary outweighs her student 
loan debt.
“That student that has that 
education or is almost there or 
is even at the beginning stages 
of an education, it’s the only 
oxygen that they have to keep 
going.” she said, referring to 
potential earnings. “Right now, 
within the federal government 
itself, you hear rumors like, oh 
we are going to be laid off. … 
I’m not scared … I’m not even 
going to think about it twice 
because if I do get laid off … I 
have my education and that’s 
something that nobody can take 
away from me.” 
According to the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, 
86.8 percent of UTB/TSC 
baccalaureate graduates were 
employed or continuing their 
education within one year in the 
2007 fi scal year. This number 
is above the state average by 6 
percent. UT-Pan American’s rate 
is slightly higher at 88.6 percent; 
UT-Arlington, 82.1 percent; UT-
San Antonio, 81.6 percent; UT-
Dallas, 81.5 percent; and UT-
Austin, 69.2 percent.   
Rodriguez said only 25.3 
percent of recent graduates 
did not look for a job before 
graduation. This number has a 
correlation with the 30.7 percent 
of graduate students who are not 
employed, according to a study 
conducted by UTB/TSC.
Rodriguez recommends a 
college degree.
“We just happen to be in a 
situation where the employment 
opportunities are being reduced 
in a way,” he said. “But at 
the same time, your chances 
of getting a job if you have a 
college degree do increase than 
if you don’t.”
“DEMUESTRA el poder del Amor” 
International bilingual speaker Elise Moore
 2 p.m. Saturday, March 7 
at 1260 Ruben Torres Blvd. 
Information: 455-7140
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that is the amount of external 
dollars that we have received for 
research--has exploded by 827 
percent to its current level of $5.9 
million annually,” she said. “As a 
result, we have been requesting 
the permission of the [University 
of Texas] System to establish 
the vice president for Research 
position. We have received word 
recently that we have permission 
to do that, and so in order to move 
quickly to take advantage of 
funding opportunities that may be 
available to us at the federal level 
and elsewhere, I have appointed 
Dr. Luis Colóm.”
Retiring Provost José Martín 
gave the board a status report on 
the university’s goals that were 
set in 2002. The following are the 
goals for the institution to:
-- Have an enrollment of 30,000 
by 2010. Of these, 15,000 are to 
be traditional academic students 
and 15,000 workforce, extension 
or Dual Enrollment students.
--Establish at least three 
nationally recognized research 
centers 
--Become a partner in a district 
whose K-16 achievements are at 
least equal to the top half of the 
school districts in the country 
--Become a mecca for students 
from Romance-language countries 
and a hub for Distance Education 
to the appropriate markets
--Become a nationally 
recognized center for the 
preparation of science teachers
--House an international 
workforce development center
--Reach two $100 million 
milestones: grants and 
endowments
--House  a  School of 
Architecture, which is world 
recognized in the design of 
habitats for subtropical regions
--Become an explicit model for 
new schools in other states, based 
on the concept of open admission-
-“everybody is different and 
everybody is equally valued”
--Maximize space utilization 
through scheduling to 
accommodate seasonal markets 
and special facilities
--Establish a campus with 
dormitories and facilities 
--Promote wellness and school 
spirit--with an emphasis on music, 
sports and dancing
--Graduate responsible citizens 
who are proud of an institution 
that provides them with the sense 
of place and the support they need 
when they need it.
--Draw on the best Hispanic 
tradition of inclusiveness and 
respect for the rights of others.
Martín said that even though the 
words have changed, the concepts 
have not.
“We have begun to accomplish 
many of the goals that we 
envisioned in 2002 and I think 
we are all on track to accomplish 
more of them,” he said with a 
sentimental tone in his voice. 
“The momentum is building up 
instead of slowing down, but as 
I constantly say, the best is yet to 
come.” 
In recognition of the provost’s 
hard work and dedication to UTB/
TSC, board members granted 
Martín the highest honor, provost 
emeritus.
“He has provided vital 
leadership in all aspects of our 
work at UTB/TSC,” said TSC 
Chair David Oliveira. “He’s a 
distinguished engineer, professor, 
friend and a valued colleague to all 
of us. We are pleased to recognize 
him as an academic leader, who 
will be graduating from his current 
position with honors.” 
In other business, the board 
voted to approve:
--the purchase of Fort Brown 
Villas condominium Unit 4009, 
Type D, Building 4, Phase 1 in the 
amount of $45,000.
--a change order to the contract 
with RGV Paint Center and 
Construction Inc. for the Center 
for Early Childhood Studies in the 
amount of $91,085.15.
--a bid for the construction of a 
parking lot addition at 21st Street 
to R&R Paving Co. in the amount 
of $51,875.50.
--tax exemptions to 40 historic 
sites in the 2009 Brownsville 
Heritage Survey and Heritage 
Plan for a total of $6,888.61.
Board
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Dozens of companies and 
organizations recruited at 
UTB/TSC’s Spring Job Fair on 
Wednesday.
More than 400 students 
attended the fair in the Jacob 
Brown Auditorium that included 
representatives from H-E-B, 
Target, Sherwin-Williams, the 
Corpus Christi Police Department, 
the U.S. Border Patrol and South 
Texas Health Systems. 
“I am here looking for students 
who graduated [in] December of 
2008, who are going to graduate 
in May or August to work as 
executive team leaders for Target,” 
said Sandra Meza, a UTB/TSC 
alumnus and executive team 
leader for the discount retailer. 
“Target offers a great career path, 
promotional opportunities, a very 
competitive salary apart from 
benefi ts, 401k, and it also gives 
you the opportunity to relocate and 
also be a part of your community 
and one of the best companies.”  
Meza said students should 
prepare for events such as this 
one with a résumé, dressing for 
success and having a positive 
mentality.
“I’ve been with Target for two 
years,” she said. “I started off as 
an intern. Just like other UTB/
TSC students, I came to the career 
fair, I saw Target, I was very 
interested and I became an intern 
with them. And then, I was their 
campus recruiter and as soon as I 
graduated they signed me off to be 
an executive team leader.” 
South Texas Health Systems 
recruiter Laura Zapata said she 
was honored by the invitation to 
come to campus. 
“I love coming here,” Zapata 
said. “[The university] has two 
job fairs a year that we are invited 
to, so I enjoy it very much.” 
Asked why she attended the 
fair, junior management major 
Sylvia Hernandez replied, “I came 
to the job fair because I wanted 
to network a little bit and just 
send out my résumé. … I won’t 
graduate until December but just 
[came] to kind of see what’s out 
there as of now.” 
Juan Andres Rodriguez, program 
director for the university’s Career 
Services Department, said he was 
happy with the turnout. 
“We were quite concerned 
at the beginning, [because] we 
usually have about 50 employers 
that come and participate in this 
event, and just a couple of weeks 
ago we had about 35 [signed up],” 
Rodriguez said. “We ended up 
with 49 employers, so we’re very, 
very happy.” 
Job fair brings opportunities for students
By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
U.S. Navy Offi cer Recruiter Brian Rutherford informs junior kinesiology major Angel 
Sosa about the programs that the Navy has to offer during the Spring 2009 Job Fair held 
Wednesday in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN
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José Sulaimán Mr. Amigo 2008 
for outstanding achievements 
in establishing relations and 
communications between Mexico 
and the United States.” 
Daniel Caballero, the Student 
Government Association’s vice 
president for administration, 
and Sigrid Razo, the 2008 
Bougainvillea Queen, gave 
Sulaimán a Scorpion pin, cap and 
baseball jacket. 
 “When I learned that I was 
coming to this university, I was 
very glad, but when I arrived here 
I became sad because many years 
ago I would come from Ciudad 
Victoria, Tamaulipas, Mexico, 
to play baseball against the 
university and when you would 
win, I hated you,” Sulaimán said. 
“But when we would win, you 
were my dearest friends. 
“I have always tried with 
humbleness to take the word 
and voice of peace. The world is 
passing through a difficult stage, 
where it seems that we are losing 
our minds. When I arrived to 
the airport I was asked, ‘Aren’t 
you scared of the bullets when 
you come here?’ and I answered, 
‘The bullets are for those who 
use bullets. We … are people of 
peace.’” 
He encouraged students to be 
messengers of harmony.
“I would like to ask the young 
people to be the ambassadors 
of peace, they need to adopt a 
different attitude,” Sulaimán said.
Renowned boxers Ruben 
Olivares Avila, Humberto 
“Chiquita” Gonzalez, Pipino 
Cuevas and Daniel Zaragoza 
accompanied Mr. Amigo 2008. 
“Between these four boxers, they 
have had over 100 fights and 
have defeated 
the best boxers in 
many divisions,” 
Sulaimán said.















native of Cuba who became 
a Mexican citizen, appears in 
several novelas, or soap operas.
Each year Brownsville’s Mr. 
Amigo Association honors a 
Mexican citizen based on his or 
her contribution to international 
friendship and development 
of mutual understanding and 
cooperation between the United 
States and Mexico. Sulaimán is the 
47th Mr. Amigo. The Mr. Amigo 
festivities are held in conjunction 
with Brownsville’s celebration of 
Charro Days.
Sulaimán began fighting at 
age 11, but a broken jaw ended 
his career in the ring, according 
to a statement in the ceremony’s 
program. At age 16, he served 
on the boxing commission in 
Valle San Luis, Mexico. After 
completing his education in 
Mexico and the United States, 
he worked as a trainer, judge 
and referee. In 1968, he joined 
the World Boxing Council, and 
in 1975, he was 
voted president of 
the organization. 
S u l a i m á n 
has served as 
the council’s 
president for 
more than three 
decades and has 
been called the 
most important 
and influential 
person in the 
world of boxing.
The Mr. Amigo 
early program 
on the Union 
lawn started with 
Grupo Folklórico 
Tizatlán performing “Clarin 
de Campana” and “Jesusita en 
Chihuahua.” The group is led by 
Health and Human Performance 
Chair Zelma Mata. 
Children from the Raul J. 
Guerra Early Childhood Center 
performed “Redoblado,” a 
traditional dance from the 
Mexican state of Michoacan. The 
Mariachi Escorpión played six 
songs, including “México,” and 
“La Chuparrosa.” 
Mariachi member Gerardo 
Treviño, who sang “Estos celos 
me hacen daño,” drew cheers 
as he said the song was “para 
las señoritas y los señoritos 
celosos (for ladies and jealous 
gentlemen).” 
Early Thursday, the campus 
community gathered around 
Tandy Hall and along the Paseo 
to watch the university’s Golf 
Cart Parade. The procession, 
featuring 19 carts decorated with 
colorful papier-maché flowers, 
sombreros, matracas and zarapes, 
began at Tandy Hall and ended at 
the Student Union. Those who 
rode in the carts threw candies to 
spectators. 
Manuel Garcia, a senior 
management major who 
participated in the parade, enjoyed 
the ride on the Student Success 
golf cart.
“It was fun,” Garcia said. “It 
was my first time doing it, so 
pretty much I had a good time 
seeing all the different parts, the 
atmosphere was great [and] I saw 
a lot of people that I work with.” 
Mariel García, a sophomore 
international business major, 
thought the parade was fun but 
said there were fewer spectators 
than at last year’s event.
“It’s a good event for both 
American and Mexican cultures 
to exchange traditions,” García 
said.
UTB/TSC departments 
competed for the best decorated 
golf cart. First place was awarded 
to Physical Plant; second, 
Enrollment Management; and 
third, Business Office/Central 
Receiving.
Graciela Flores, an employee of 
the Applied Business Technology 
Department, brought her 8-month-
old baby, Regina, to the event.
“It’s fun to have a great time 
with our family and friends,” 
Flores said.
Mr. Amigo






Mr. Amigo 2008 José Sulaimán (right) and UTB/TSC Provost José Martín enjoy the 
program.
Antonio Briseño, director of UTB/TSC’S 
Mariachi Escorpión, sings “México.”
UTB/TSC’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán performs “Clarin de 
Campana.”
Mr. Amigo 2008 José Sulaimán and his wife Martha applaud 
UTB/TSC José Provost Martín’s speech. 
Matamoros Mayor Erick Silva Santos (left) greets Fiestas Mexicanas guest Francisco Gattorno during the Mr. Amigo Celebration. Also 
shown (from left) are UTB/TSC’s 2008 Bougainvillea Queen Sigrid Razo, Fiestas Mexicanas’ Reina Juvenil Crisel Martínez Maltos and 





Associate Professor of Education and mistress of ceremonies Selma Yznaga (from 
left), UTB/TSC Provost José Martín, Mr. Amigo 2008 José Sulaimán and his wife 
Martha, Fiestas Mexicanas President Jorge García García and his wife Miriam 
Perales, U.S. Consul Cecilia Elizondo Herrera, Mexican Consul Victor Manuel 
Treviño Escudero, Matamoros Mayor Erick Silva Santos and Fiestas Mexicanas 
guest Franciso Gattorno watch a dance performance of “Redoblando” by children 
from the Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center. 
Edward Aldape, performing “Redoblando” with the 
Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center, kneels at 
the end of the dance.
Mariachi Escorpión member Maria Isabel Salazar 
performs “Este es mi México.”
Robert Sanchez performs “Redoblando” with the 
Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center.
JosE l. Padilla/CollEgian
Accounting Technician Maria Espinoza and Maintenance Worker II-Movers Leader Ruben Zuñiga carry the Physical Plant banner Thursday 
during the Golf Cart Parade. The procession began at Tandy Hall and ended at the Student Union.
JosE l. Padilla/CollEgian
Disability Services Coordinator Steve Wilder and psychology major Latasha Dupar ride 
in the Golf Cart Parade. Dupar is Miss Texas Latino Council for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing.
JosE l. Padilla/CollEgian
Graciela Flores, of the Applied Business Technology Department, 
and her daughter, Regina, take part in the parade.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
UTB/TSC’s Mariachi Escorpión 
Director Antonio Briseño and Israel 
Segovia perform “México.”
On behalf of the academic advisers across campus, I 
hope your 2009 spring semester is off to a great start and 
that you are fi nding the University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College a challenging place fi lled 
with amazing opportunities to explore.
Please be aware that the academic advisers located in the 
schools and colleges and at the main center are ready and 
willing to answer your questions and address your concerns 
as you navigate through your college career. Your academic 
adviser can meet with you periodically to discuss academic 
programs, your progress toward degree completion and 
help you in setting career and personal goals. 
Throughout the semester, we will publish articles 
designed to assist you in accomplishing your academic 
goals and to keep you informed about our various programs 
of study. Your program of study is the vehicle you drive 
in your journey through college. Academic advisers can 
assist in creating your road map on how to get to your 
fi nal destination: graduation. It is up to you, the student, 
to consult the map periodically in order to achieve your 
ultimate goal.
We look forward to seeing you throughout the 
semester!  You may reach us at 882-7362, by e-mail at 
academicadvising@utb.edu or at any of the following 
locations:
• General Academic Advising--Lightner Center (882-
7362)
• College of Applied Technology and General Studies 
(Industrial Technology)--Lightner Center (882-7362)
• School of Health Sciences--Lightner Center (882-
7362)
• College of Applied Technology and General Studies--
ITEC C-208 (882-4197)
• College of Liberal Arts--South 246 (882-7474)
• College of Science, Mathematics and Technology--
SET-B 2.350 (882-5732)
• College of Applied Technology and General Studies--
EDBC 1.534 (882-5849)
• School of Education--EDBC 1.102 (882-7466)
• School of Business--EDBC 1.402 (882-5804)
• Info Shop--Tandy Lobby (882-7611)
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• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
  • Pap Smears
  • STD Screenings
  • Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Medicare, Texas Women’s Health    
   Program, and Private Insurance.
Call to schedule an appointment!
Expiration Date: 3/30/09
COL-1
Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers 
and receive $15 off medical services received.
GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571
Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584
Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723





Create an academic road map with adviser’s help
By Claudia Heimmerman
Director of Academic Advising
Campus Police Offi cer Samuel Hernandez (right) transports Student Government Association Senator at Large Michael Orbin in an 
Evacu-Trac during a dry run for an evacuation plan Feb. 20 outside Tandy Hall. The Evacu-Trac is a chair used to move people with a 
disability or injury down stairways quickly and safely during an emergency. Evacu-Tracs are stored in cabinets near the top of stairways 
around campus, according to the UTB/TSC Environmental Health and Safety Department’s Web site.  Also shown is Martha Sendejo, 
safety specialist for the department.
Mock evacuation
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN Business Professor Rexford Draman talks about the effects of the recently signed $787 
billion American Recovery and Reinvestment Act on the Rio Grande Valley during a
panel discussion titled “Obama, the Economy and You,” held Wednesday in the SET-B 
third-fl oor conference room. Also shown are Assistant Professors Mostafa Malki (left) 
and Russell Adams. 
DIEGO LERMA/COLLEGIAN
Money talk
Want to Advertise in The Collegian?
Call 882-5143
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$375 per month





•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
Sophomore criminal justice major Nancy Garza takes ash during the Ash Wednesday 
Mass, held in the university’s Free Speech Area. 
Ash Wednesday
DIEGO LERMA/COLLEGIAN 
was based upon a plan put in 
place in 2007 and covered the 
period from July 1, 2007, to 
June 30, 2008. During this time, 
the return value was in excess 
of UTIMCO benchmarks and 
performed in the top quarter 
of all endowment and pension 
funds nationwide, which led to 
the payment of the bonuses. 
“It would be irresponsible 
and shameful to commit to 
an agreement with employees 
and then turn your back on the 
agreement,” Rowling stated. “All 
of the nine UTIMCO directors 
voted for the payments. If I was 
in the same position again today 
I would vote to do the same 
thing.”
Perry has already named three 
new regents to the UT System 
board, Flores said. 
“None of those members 
have been sworn in yet. … The 
term runs for six years and they 
generally expire on Feb. 1 six 
years later,” he said. 
Since Rowling held both a 
position on the board of regents 
as well as chairman of the 
UTIMCO board, the chairman 
position at UTIMCO also needed 
to be fi lled. 
“They chose Earl Nye of 
Dallas,” Flores said. “Earl Nye 
is the new chairman of the 
UTIMCO board. He is the one 
[replacing] Rowling.”
In an interview with The 
Collegian, Zimmerman explained 
UTIMCO’s compensation 
process.
“Every year the UTIMCO 
board of directors re-evaluates 
the incentive compensation 
program,” he said. “[It] is 
generally taken up at our board of 
directors meeting in the summer 
and … the UTIMCO incentive 
compensation plan is ultimately 
subject to the approval of the UT 
System board of regents.” 
Zimmerman explained how the 
current incentive compensation 
plan works and how bonuses are 
awarded and distributed among 
staff. 
“The staff receives salaries 
which are targeted at the median 
of the salaries that are received 
at other large United States 
endowments,” he said. “There is 
a performance-based incentive 
portion of the compensation as 
there is at all large university 
endowments; if there is not 
performance, no additional 
compensation is received other 
than salaries.  If the performance 
targets are met, then the incentive 
compensation would bring total 
compensation at UTIMCO again 
to the average … of other large 
endowments, and if maximum 
performance is attained then the 
incentive compensation would 
bring UTIMCO staff up to the 
25th percentile.
 “For the 12 months ending 
June 30, 2008, the actual returns 
were $631 million better than 
the benchmark and about half 
of that outperformance or value 
added was because staff reduced 
exposures to equities. We took 
risk out of the portfolio, we 
moved money from stocks to 
bonds and that proved to be the 
right call.”
Zimmerman further explained 
the incentive compensation 
plan and how it affects staff 
individually.
“The fact is our incentive 
compensation program is very 
detailed,” he said. “[It] kind 
of goes person by person and 
everyone on staff is somewhat 
affected by how the total 
endowment does. Certainly 
that’s how I’m affected.” 
UTIMCO
Continued from Page 3
When:
Wednesday, March 4, 2009 
9 - 11 a.m. and 3 - 6 p.m.
Where:
On the Paseo, between the Life and Health   
Sciences Building and the Student Union)
Free blood pressure checks • Free glucose screenings • 
Diabetes Type 2 related information • Low cost immunizations 
information • Weight loss and nutrition • Mental health services • 
Stress tests • Access to social services entitlements
Other related activities include United Blood Services blood drive; 
free cholesterol test with blood donation, Valley Regional health services, 
Planned Parenthood services, STIs/HIV testing by Valley AIDS Council, 
and Valley Baptist health services.
The Health & Wellness Information Fair is open to all 
students, faculty and staff and offers a variety of 
health-related information and activities.
Health & Wellness Information Fair
Refreshments and giveaways will be provided while supplies last. 
Sponsored by UTB/TSC’s Student Health Services and The University of Texas 
School of Public Health-Brownsville Regional Campus.
ON CAMPUSPage 14 • March 2, 2009 The Collegian
Name: Respiratory Therapy Club
Purpose: To educate people about healthy 
lifestyles and lung health.
Established: 2006
President: Ricardo Bolivar






Web Master: Daniel Soria
Adviser: Joe Lavios
Events and community service: Kids at 
the Movie, Relay for Life, meal donations 
to a homeless shelter, Open House at UTB/
TSC, Community Home Building and 
Reforestation of a Brownsville park.
Meetings: noon to 1 p.m. Tuesdays in Life 
and Health Sciences 1.502.
Requirements: Healthcare career interest 
and club dues.
For more information: visit http://orange.
utb.edu/respiratory/. 
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your student organization 
featured in the Club Spotlight, call 
Collegian reporter Paola Ibarra at 882-
5143 or send an e-mail at collegian@utb.
edu. 
 Club spotlight
Members of the Respiratory Therapy Club include (front row, from left): Web master Daniel Soria. Middle 
row: Historian George Paez, Vice President Dulce Noriega, Treasurer Priscilla Padilla and Secretary Ricardo 
Ramirez. Back row: Parliamentarian Ricardo Arizmendi, President Ricardo Bolivar and Representative Natanel 
Salais.
COURTESY PHOTO
Wednesday, March 4, 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 Thursday, March 5, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Offi cial UTB/TSC
Spring 2009 Graduation Fair
S c h o l a r s h i p s  &  I n t e r n s h i p s
Scholarships
The Frank L. Greathouse Government Accounting Scholarship is available to 
full-time students in an undergraduate or graduate program, who are U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents, have a recommendation by an academic adviser or the chair of the 
accounting program and have not been a winner of the GFOA award previously. The 
deadline to apply is Friday. For more information or an application, visit http://www.
gfoa.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=96&itemid=107. 
The Irene S. Wischer Education Foundation scholarship awards up to $10,000 to 
students who are U.S. citizens, Texas residents, have fi nancial need, have academic 
potential and ability, have good character with preference who are Christian and attend 
church regularly. The deadline to apply is March 31. For more information or an 
application, visit www.frostbank.com/wischerscholarship/. 
Internships
The Planetary Biology Internship 2009 provides opportunities for graduate students to 
take part in planetary biology research at NASA centers and universities. It is available 
to graduate students and senior undergraduates accepted to graduate school who are 
majoring in biology or other related sciences such as paleontology, atmospheric science 
and geochemistry with interests in planetary biology. The deadline to apply is today. 
For more information, visit www.mbl.edu/education/courses/other_programs/pbi.html. 
The NASA Undergraduate Student Research Program is a research experience and 
students receive $6,000 for the 10-week summer session and $9,000 for the 15-week spring 
or fall session. The internship is available to students who are U.S. citizens, classifi ed 
a sophomore, junior or senior, major in engineering, mathematics, computer science or 
physical sciences and have a minimum grade-point average of 3.0. Graduate students 
with a bachelor’s degree also may apply but must have participated in a previous NASA 
experience. The deadline to apply is Friday. For more information, visit http://www.
nasa.gov/offi ces/education/programs/descriptions/Undergraduate_Student_Research_
Project.html. 
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
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Scorpions head to Missouri for second away series









What brought to you to UTB/
TSC? “It’s close to where I live. 
I have the support of my parents, 
relatives, and above all, friends.” 
 Most memorable moment 
playing a sport: “With UTB, 
qualifying for the conference 
tournament after eight years.” 
 Most influential people in 
your life: “My parents, above 
all. They have always been there 
supporting me, they’ve always 
come to every game I’ve played 
since I was a little kid and they’re 
great part of why I play baseball.” 
Career: “Coach/Spanish teacher.” 
Best friend: “I have many 
friends that I consider like my 
brothers, among them Ricardo 
Guerra and Tomas Flores.” 
Favorite band or artist: 
“Juanes.”
Favorite song: “‘Ella me 
levantó,’ by Daddy Yankee.” 
What animal would you 
like to be and why: “Tiger, 
because they are warriors.” 
Weaknesses: “Not studying 
enough.”
What is one thing you wish you 
could change about yourself: 
“I’m very happy with the way I 
am, I wouldn’t change anything.” 
Pepsi or Coke? “Coke.” 
Burger King or 
McDonald’s: “McDonald’s.” 
Chicken or beef? “Beef.” 
Morning or night? “Morning.”
Fast, difficult, or 
forbidden? “Fast.” 
-Compiled by Hugo E. Rodriguez
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian
The Scorpions will be playing on the road 
again as they face Missouri’s College of the 
Ozarks (3-6) in a three-game series beginning 
at 5 p.m. Thursday. 
It’s the first time the two teams meet on the 
baseball diamond and it is a rare encounter 
between the Red River Athletic Athletic 
Conference and the Midlands Collegiate 
Athletic Conference, as the RRAC teams 
have a tendency to play neighboring Sooner 
Athletic Conference teams.
This weekend, the Scorpions hosted the 
Texas Wesleyan University Rams in a three-
game series. 
The Rams were ranked 19th in the 
NAIA Collegiate Baseball Newspaper Pre-
Season Poll and are 5-1 all-time against the 
Scorpions.
They headed into the TWU game with the 
optimism and determination that have become 
trademark Scorpion characteristics.
“[We’ve got to] go out and win,” said Head 
Coach Bryan Aughney. “We’ve got to play 
hungry, we’ve got to take care of baseball and 
take advantage of opportunities when they’re 
presented.”
Center fielder Jorge Camorlinga shared his 
own views.
“We’ve got to get results, win the three 
games,” he said, adding that he hopes the team 
will “play well, play clean and have fun.”
The Scorpions are 2-7 against nationally 
ranked teams this season after taking four 
losses against No. 5 Lubbock Christian and 
taking two wins in three games against No. 29 
University of Houston-Victoria.
They were 4-11 as they headed into this 
weekend’s games.
On Feb. 20, the Scorpions went up to Cedar 
Hill to face conference rival Northwood 
University Knights in the first away series for 
the Scorpions. The games were the first time 
the two teams met each other in baseball.
The Scorpions trampled the Knights in Game 
1, but the Knights fought back in the second 
game and defeated the Scorpions before the 
game was called because of darkness and a 
score of 11-10.
In the second doubleheader, the Scorpions 
suffered two heartbreaking losses. Both defeats 
came after Northwood barely overcame 
Scorpion leads and placing single runs in the 
seventh innings to defeat UTB/TSC 5-4 and 
9-8.
Aughney said hindsight was a wasted 
effort.
“There’s situations that we can pinpoint to 
go back, and get that one run back or where 
we could score an extra run,” he said. “But the 
bottom line is we didn’t get the job done in 
any of those three games,” he said.
Camorlinga said, “We lost three games by 
a single run. We didn’t take advantage of the 
opportunities we had and that was what cost 
us the games.”
Asked what the team could improve on, the 
coach said everything.
“Throwing, catching, playing baseball, 
Aughney said. We’ve got get better all around. 
We’ve got to focus more, be ready in each 
pitch … and reduce mistakes.”
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
When I 
first signed up 
for the job as 
sports editor, I 
was told there 
would be golf 
and baseball 
i n v o l v e d . 
At first, I 
blanched at 
the thought of covering and learning 
about two sports I was completely 
unfamiliar with. Then I thought to 
myself, “Hey, learning experience.”
So far, so good. After a crash 
course in golf terminology by some 
of the players and another crash 
course on baseball by two friends 
who had grown up playing and 
coaching the sport, I’ve become 
quite fond of the two sports.
But there’s something missing, 
and I couldn’t place my finger on 
it until the recent series against the 
University of Houston-Victoria.
We need fans.
Last semester, I covered both 
volleyball and soccer games. In both 
cases, people were everywhere, 
cheering on and clapping for the 
Scorpions both at Morningside Park 
and at Garza Gym. Even in non-
conference games that mattered 
little for the Scorpions, I remember 
attendance averaging at least 80 
people.
So, why not baseball?
Arguing things like distance and 
weather would fail in this case, as 
I’ve seen fellow students easily 
make the trip to Morningside Park, 
which is a good 10 minutes away 
from the university (if you know 
what you’re doing),  in torrential 
rain and wind.
The Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center is visible 
from nearly any point of campus. 
Scorpion Field is right behind it. 
Distance is not an excuse.
And weather? Well, in the last 
three home series we’ve hosted, the 
weather has been pleasant, just the 
right amount of breeze with just the 
right amount of heat. “Walk in the 
park” weather, I would say.
I’m not going to guarantee 
victory if people show up, but I will 
guarantee you’ll boost the spirit in 
the players, and I will guarantee 
that you’ll have fun cheering on 
your team. I know I do, and I’m a 
diehard soccer fan who never saw a 
single baseball game until entering 
college.
Now, golf is a bit different, given 
that most of their competitions 
are held away, but the showing of 
support cannot waver any less. We do 
have a highly competitive team that 
dazzled many times last semester, 
placing in the top five teams in each 
tournament they played in. And this 
is against NCAA Division II and III 
teams. If you see a Scorpion golfer, 
don’t hesitate to go up and wish 
them well, especially as they head 
into conference play this season.
I don’t mean to subtract from 
any of the accomplishments of the 
volleyball and soccer teams. On 
the volleyball side, we were ranked 
nationally in only our second year in 
the NAIA, and in the soccer team, 
Morningside Park has only seen 
one Scorpion defeat in two years 
and dozens of games. There’s a 
mystique in Garza Gym, there’s a 
mystique in Morningside Park.
It’s time to bring the magic to 
Scorpion Field and to the Fort 
Brown Memorial Golf Course.
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian
Members of the Scorpion baseball team prepare Wednesday for their next game against Wesleyan University on March 1 at Scorpion Field.  
Viewpoint
Wanted: student support for spring sports
http://blue.utb.edu/
collegian
Name: Mahmoud K. Quweider
Position: Associate Professor in Computer 
Science
Education: Bachelor’s in electrical 
engineering; master’s in engineering 
science, applied mathematics and 
bioengineering; and doctorate in 
engineering science from the University 
of Toledo in Toledo, Ohio.
Birthplace: Kuwait City
When did you come to UTB/TSC?  “I 
came in January 2000.”
What other jobs have you had? “Before 
coming here I was a software design 
engineer in San Francisco and I was also a 
software design engineer in Chicago.”
If you could choose another profession, 
which would it be and why? “Probably 
[a] surgeon. Medicine, it’s amazing. Even 
though right now we’re so advanced, 
there’s so much we don’t know about 
ourselves and that is the mystery. … I 
remember when I came here, [I] couldn’t 
go to [medical school] because I was not 
a U.S. citizen. But, actually, that is what I 
wanted.”  
What motivates you? “The fi rst one is 
teaching. Although it is an open profession, 
it is also a challenging profession. And, 
therefore, I think teaching in the age of 
the Internet, and the age of the iPod and 
Google, it poses a big challenge for us as 
professors. … I think the second motivation 
is … when you think of your students as 
the next generation of the community, the 
next teachers, the next doctors and the next 
businessmen. So when you look at them 
as the next generation, they will actually 
serve you in the future and they’ll serve 
your kids, they’ll serve your community. 
Then you have an obligation to do a great 
job. I think that is a big motivation for 
us.”  
What class do you teach? “I usually 
teach classes in the image processing area, 
computer graphics and networking. Those 
are the three areas I like to teach.”
What makes your classes unique? 
“Well, they’re very practical courses 
and they’re always changing. So part of 
the challenge is the curriculum is always 
changing because of the advances in 
technology. So they always get the latest 
in the technology. They always get the 
latest in terms of challenge also.”  
What would be the best way to study 
for your class? “The fi rst thing, of course, 
they have to attend. The second thing, 
they have to read. And the third thing, 
they must understand and not memorize. 
I always tell them, ‘You know, you have 
to understand and not memorize, because 
when you understand, you can solve any 
problem. But when you memorize, you 
only solve a specifi c set of problems.”  
What are your hobbies? “I’m an avid 
reader, literature reader. When I am not 
teaching, I read a lot of literature. Also, 
I like sports. Soccer and basketball, I 
usually play and watch those sports.”   
What are your short- and long-term 
goals? “Short-term is pretty much to 
advance my teaching and my research, 
and to graduate my fi rst set of master’s 
students. … Long-term, probably the fi rst 
thing would be to become a full professor. 
Here, how the system works, you start as 
an assistant [professor]. Then you become 
an associate and then you become a full 
professor. I’m in the second stage. Second 
goal, I’m hoping to serve as a Fulbright 
Scholar sometime in the future, anywhere 
in Asia, like East Asia. Third goal is … to 
become an administrator.”  
What would you change at UTB/
TSC? “First, I would start by saying 
the university is actually a great work in 
progress. Since I came here there have been 
many changes, most of them are positive. 
Having the Education [and Business] 
Complex, having the REK Center, having 
the [new] library, all of these are positive 
changes. In terms of things I would add 
today, probably the fi rst thing would be 
to push for a School of Pharmacy within 
our college. … Probably also I would do a 
better job marketing our university to the 
community and to the region. … I always 
say we should market ourselves as a great 
place because of economics--it’s cheap--
and also because of academics--we have 
a great faculty. Probably the third one is 
to promote change and leadership in the 
departments. … Let’s say impose limits 
on the number of consecutive terms a 
[department] chair can serve. … This 
is mainly to promote change and create 
leadership.”    
-- Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez
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Matamoros y Brownsville 
se unieron en el tradicional 
“Encuentro de Alcaldes” para 
celebrar la amistad, respeto y 
confianza entre las ciudades 
vecinas.
La celebración se realizó la 
mañana del jueves a mediación 
del Puente Internacional Gateway, 
con público presente de México y 
Estados Unidos.
“Estamos pasando por tiempos 
difíciles debido a la recesión, pero 
ahorita estamos aquí para celebrar”, 
dijo el alcalde de Brownsville Pat 
Ahumada. 
Ahumada dijo que nadie puede 
dividir a los dos países.
“Hay personas que quieren 
militarizar la frontera y construir 
muros. Nosotros somos el 
ejemplo para las personas en 
Estados Unidos”, dijo. “Hay 
mejores formas de resolver los 
problemas que enfrentamos en 
referencia a la frontera, y una de 
ellas es mediante el diálogo y la 
amistad, construyendo alianzas 
y reuniéndonos, así como lo 
hacemos en este día”.
El alcalde de Matamoros Erick 
Silva Santos dijo que estaba de 
acuerdo con Ahumada.
“Sin lugar a dudas, vivimos 
tiempos difíciles en ambas 
ciudades y entendemos que 
si a Matamoros le va bien, a 
Brownsville le va bien”, dijo 
Silva Santos. “Entendemos que el 
trabajo supera cualquier problema. 
Entendemos que con el esfuerzo 
cotidiano de ambas ciudades para 
ser región le damos un futuro para 
las nuevas generaciones”.
Comentó que era un día muy 
especial para las dos ciudades 
hermanas.
“Hemos caminado juntos por 
muchos años. Hemos compartido 
cultura, tradiciones. Hemos 
caminado en el sendero del respeto 
mutuo, de la coordinación, de la 
fraternidad, de la colaboración 
bilateral. … Tenemos familias 
comunes y tenemos tradiciones 
que nos hermanan”.
Durante la celebración se contó 
con la presencia de Mr. Amigo 
2008 José Sulaimán, presidente 
del Consejo Mundial de Boxeo 
(WBC). El estuvo acompañado de 
Humberto “Chiquita” González, 
Pipino Cuevas, José Guadalupe 
Pintor, Rogelio Lara y Daniel 
Zaragoza, todos ex-campeones 
mundiales y leyendas del boxeo 
mexicano.
Mr. Amigo 2008 es originario 
de Ciudad Victoria, Tamaulipas, 
México. Empezó como boxeador 
novato, luego fue entrenador, 
organizador, árbitro y juez, de 
acuerdo al sitio Web del Salón de 
la Fama del Boxeo. A los 16 años, 
atendió la comisión de boxeo en 
Ciudad Valles, San Luis Potosí. 
Se incorporó al WBC en 1968 y 
ha sido el presidente desde 1975. 
En la actualidad, 161 países son 
miembros del WBC.
Sulaimán dijo que era un honor 
el haber sido elegido para ser Mr. 
Amigo 2008.
“No lo esperaba, fue una 
sorpresa”, le dijo Sulaimán a El 
Collegian. “Se trata de dos pueblos 
hermanos que yo vi reunirse 
durante mi juventud y yo nunca 
pensé que algún día me llegaría 
a mí a tocar esto. Es una emoción 
totalmente diferente a lo que yo he 
sentido antes”.
Mr. Amigo 2008 dijo que esta 
celebración es un ejemplo para el 
mundo.
“El hecho de que haya este 
tipo de festividades, que haya 
una hermandad, unidad, entre 
dos países y dos ciudades, es un 
ejemplo que tenemos que cambiar 
al mundo. No podemos dejarlo 
solamente aquí, hay que echarlo 
fuera para que sea un ejemplo para 
todos los países del mundo”.
Suleimán platicó sobre sus más 
grandes satisfacciones dentro del 
boxeo.
“La primera, haber sido recibido 
por el  Papa Juan Pablo II”, dijo. 
“Ese fue un momento de profunda 
emoción para mi, porque me sentí 
cerca de Dios. La otra, haber 
cambiado el mundo violento 
legalizado de antes… a un deporte 
protegido medicamente, con 
oportunidades para los pobres. 
Abrir las puertas a veces a patadas, 
pero para que haya oportunidades 
para todo mundo”.
Por parte de las Fiestas 
Mexicanas de Matamoros estuvo 
presente el actor Francisco 
Gattorno, Huésped Distinguido.
“Es un gran orgullo, lo digo 
de todo corazón, estar aquí con 
ustedes y recibir ese cariño que me 
han mostrado durante tanto tiempo. 
Estoy súper agradecido. Me he 
pasado aquí un día fantástico, lleno 
de colorido”, dijo Gattorno. “Me 
parece que este es un festejo muy 
lindo que habla de la amistad entre 
dos pueblos, entre dos ciudades 
que son hermanas”.
Durante el encuentro 
binacional, niños de ambos países 
intercambiaron banderas.
David Morales, presidente de 
la Asociación de Mr. Amigo, 
agradeció al público su presencia.
“Aquí me paro en medio del 
puente para enseñarles a todos 
que nosotros somos hermanos. 
…  Por eso estamos aquí, para 
tumbar muros y construir lo que 
son puentes de amistad”, dijo 
Morales.
Morales hizo entrega a Sulaimán 
de una medalla que contiene el 
águila de Estados Unidos y el 
águila de México.  Ahumada le 
presentó la llave de la ciudad de 
Brownsville.
Sulaimán agradeció, diciendo, 
“Soy orgulloso Tamaulipeco, y 
también llevo en mis venas la 
sangre de los Estados Unidos. 
¡Que vivan ambos países!”
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Unión de 2 naciones en ‘Encuentro de Alcaldes’
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Mr. Amigo 2008 José Sulaimán recibe la llave de la ciudad de Brownsville entregada por el Alcalde de Brownsville Pat Ahumada 
durante la celebración “Encuentro de Alcaldes” a mediación del Puente Internacional Gateway.
Francisco Gattorno, huésped distinguido 
de Fiestas Mexicanas durante la 
celebración binacional en el Puente 
Internacional Gateway.
Bastoneras de la preparatoria Ricardo Flores Magón de Matamoros presentan su rutina 
antes de la ceremonia de la celebración “Encuentro de Alcaldes”.
El alcalde de Matamoros Erick Silva Santos (derecha) hace entrega de un obsequio a su 
amigo Pat Ahumada, alcalde de Brownsville.
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The UTB/TSC Center for Civic 
Engagement presented a workshop 
Feb. 20 on its “Pay It Forward” student 
mentoring program, which aims to help 
students ease into the transition from high 
school to college. 
The workshop focused on what 
education majors need to know about the 
university and their program of study.
“[We want] to engage the campus and 
[make] it a little more service-oriented,” 
said presenter Mayra Cardenas, a senior 
education major.
Cardenas, who is president of the Civic 
Engagement Scholars club, gave a brief 
overview of what the Center for Civic 
Engagement offers. Its mission is to “create 
an engaged campus that connects faculty, 
staff, students and external partners in 
ways that revitalize the community.” 
The workshop provided students with 
information on the application procedure 
for teacher certification. 
Students should first complete the 
official application form for admission 
to the School of Education, then attach 
an up-to-date UTB/TSC transcript and 
copies of their current program of study, 
completed admission checklist and 
test scores. The test scores include the 
TASP, THEA and Watson-Glaser Critical 
Reading Assessment.
Once these requirements are completed, 
students should submit all materials to the 
School of Education’s Field Experience 
Office. Students will be mailed a notice of 
their admission status. 
The School of Education offers several 
types of teacher certification programs 
that accompany a bachelor’s degree. 
Students may become certified to teach 
fourth to eighth grades in the fields of 
English language arts and reading, math 
or science; sixth to 12th grades in the field 
of Spanish; and eighth to 12th grades in 
the fields of English language arts and 
reading, health, science, technology, 
education, history, social studies, math 
and science, among others. 
Registration and financial aid 
information was also given during the 
presentation. The Registrar’s Office, 
located in Tandy Hall 105, operates from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Financial Assistance, located in Tandy 
Hall 206, operates from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday.
Students are encouraged to explore the 
resources available to them on campus and 
this is the purpose of the “Pay It Forward” 
idea, to help students engage and make 
use of the services UTB/TSC offers. 
Answers to frequently asked questions 
about registration were also provided. 
Your user name for Scorpion Online are 
the initials of your first and last name in 
capital letters, followed by your seven-
digit identification number (example: 
JD0123456). If this is your first time 
logging into Scorpion Online, your 
password will be your four digit Personal 
Identification Number, or PIN. You will 
then be asked to create a unique password 
that is six to nine characters long and must 
include both numbers and letters. 
The Satisfactory Academic Progress 
policy was also reviewed during the 
workshop. UTB/TSC monitors academic 
progress every fall and spring semester 
to identify those students who are 
experiencing difficulty with their courses. 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) is 
based upon two components: GPA and 
course completion. 
All students must maintain a 2.0 
cumulative grade-point average and 
complete 70 percent of the credit hours 
attempted. If you meet the GPA and course 
completion requirements, you will be 
considered a “student in good standing,” 
may enroll in more than 12 hours per 
semester and may receive financial aid if 
eligible. 
The presentation ended with a round-
table discussion on what students wished 
they would have known when entering 
college. 
Freshman kinesiology major Jaime 
Longoria asked whether students are 
eligible for grants in addition to loans.
“You can, because I didn’t [qualify] for 
grants; I was only awarded loans … so I 
went online and [applied] and still got the 
grants,” Cardenas replied.
The students said that had they known 
about this information earlier, it would 
have been of great help getting through 
their first semesters.
For more information on the Center for 
Civic Engagement, call 882-4300.
Workshop targets Ed majors 
By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
Senior education major Mayra Cardenas (right) 
shares her experience as a freshman during the 
“Pay It Forward” workshop Feb.20. Also shown are 
junior education major Cassandra Quiroz (from left), 
freshman health and human performance major 
Jaime Longoria and senior education major Dolores 
Nieto-Gracia.
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